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Comments:

1. The phrase “ANY LENGTH” with a PICTURE of X(01) creates a misleading picture clause. Unless there is an intention to use PICTURE 9 with ANY LENGTH, the picture clause might just as well be omitted. 

2. I suggest that instead of the ANY LENGTH phrase, we use PICTURE X(ANY) (or 9(ANY)). This is more consistent with current usage.
3. We have spent a lot of time making COBOL compatible with just about every other computer language of which we could think.  If other languages use data fields of  “any length”, we really ought to provide a mechanism for dealing with them. This would include programs as well as methods.
1. Since a variable length field cannot originate in a COBOL program (except as a text string), variable length fields must be only in LINKAGE.
2. The programmer will usually need to  know the length of the field.  We can force the use of the LENGTH function, or provide it in a separate field. I would recommend a 2-byte signed binary field immediately preceding the data.  There would have to be a requirement that the code include the area for the length, subordinate to the 01 level.



Example:



LINKAGE SECTION.

01 GROUP-NAME.

02 LENGTH-FIELD



PIC S9(04)  BINARY.

02   DATA-OF-ANY-LENGTH


PIC X(ANY). 

